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Consortium style study on the development of
highly reliable photovoltaic modules and acceleration test methods

— Management of the “Consortium Study on Fabrication and Characterization of
Solar Cell Modules with Long Life and High Reliability” —

Atsushi MAsupA™ and Nanako IcAwA?

The “Consortium Study on Fabrication and Characterization of Solar Cell Modules with Long Life and High Reliability” was established
by the National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology. The consortium has over 90 participating organizations, which
are mostly module-material manufacturers. The purpose of the consortium is to improve reliability and lifetime of photovoltaic modules,
and to develop acceleration test methods for accurate assessment of module lifetime. This paper details the establishment procedures and
management policies of the consortium, with particular focus on resolving competing interests among the participants, as viewed from the
perspective of the secretariat.
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